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Preface

«iEl Flamenco no se aprende en libros!». This widespread opinion may
have shaken the self-confidence of many an aficionado. Of course it is not

possible fo learn either the art of flamenco or a foreign language exclusively

from books and yet they are a very important tool. The ideal solution is, in
any case, — both for a language student and a student of the flamenco
guitar = to stay in the country in question which, in our case, is Spain.

It is quite understandable that taking lessons from a qualified teacher
regularly is not always possible. And what is more, the few musical editions

that exist are not a great help either. Above all about modern flamenco
literature is very scarce.

«LA GUITARRA FLAMENCA», an audiovisual teaching method, suitable

for both beginners and advanced students, has evolved through our own
experience on this long and stony way.

Above all in flamenco it is very important to both hear and see the
techniques. The combination of video, music and tablature as offered by
«LA GUITARRA FLAMENCA», supplies the ideal basic requirements for
successtul learning. Besides, it surely is a real treat for every aficionado to
be able to watch the masters of flamenco guitar in action.

We have transcribed the music as closely as possible to the original; all the
same, we would like to make a few observations concerning this point:

» Flamenco is continually being taught and learnt without written music;
it theretore keeps its flexibility and spontaneity. But this also means that
a piece of music is never played quite the same twice. Music and
tablature refer to the original version, played in its entirety and at
normal speed. It may happen that the slow version diverges in some
detail from the original version. Do not let this confuse you. On the
contrary, it may encourage you to include your own ideas.



> The notation of the different kinds of rasgueos as well as the alzapda
is explained on the following page. As they are easily recognizable by
the speciol Form._.oF the nofeheads, in the tablature which does not
contain any rhythmical specifications, only the first chord is noted.

We hope that this video provides a helpful incentive for all passionate

flamenco guitarists hoping to make progress in the arduous and fascinating
art of the Hamenco guitar.

Marcel Ege
Bruno Jundt
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Righf hand

Left hand

From treble to bass

Barré

Barré where one or

several treble sirings are
not pressed

Glissando

Arrastre. Ring finger pulls

down apoyando from
treble to bass

Golpe: a or m-a

Golpe: i or m

Chord repetition

Slap right palm
against strings and

guitar top

Rusgueﬂdo «downward»
with p-i m-a or ¢

Rasgueado «upward»
with p=m or |

These 5 note rasqueados

are always played as
follows:
C

el
[ 1

1

i
14

Rhythmically free
rasgueado with c-a-m-i-p
or a-m-i-p

Abanico
P a i p al
11 T
3 3
J J or
7 o/ /
A\ a
pmp pmp
lAA \L;k;‘\.
3 3
J or
S S ® / /

«Rumba stroke»

Apagadoe with finger 4

Apagado with palm of
right hand
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Rafael Riqueni

Rafael Riqueni del Canto was born in 1962 in Sevilla where he grew up in
the areas of Triana and El Arenal. As early as 1977 he laid the foundation
for his musical career by winning the two most important contests in the field
of flamenco guitar, namely the «Concurso Nacional de Arte Flamenco de
Cérdoba» and the contest of the «Peiia los Cernicalos de Jerez de la

Frontera», which he also won for a second time in 1981.

Composition plays an important role in his creative work. In 1989 he wrote
the music for «La Reina Andaluza» for the «Centro Andaluz de Teatro». In
1990 he performed «Mi Tiempo» at the «Bienal de Sevilla» and in the same
year gave a first performance of his work « Flamenco para Misa» together

with Carmen Linares, Chano Lobato and Javier Barén.

Other milestones in his artistic career are the «Suite Sevilla», a work he

created together with the: classical guitarist José Maria Gallardo, as well as
the «Concierto Gitano» by Sabicas which he performed in collaboration

with Leo Brouwer and in which his enthusiasm for classical music is

expressed in a masterly way.

Rafael Riqueni is rightly considered to be one of the most creative and
versatile innovators of the modern flamenco guitar, o fact which is also

amply documented by his discography which currently comprises six very
different works: «Juego de Nifos» (1986), «Flamenco» (1987),
«Mi Tiempo» (1990), «Suite Sevilla» (1993), «Maestros» {1994 and

«Alcazar de Cristal» {1996). He is not only a great master of the concert
guitar but also @ very sought-after accompanying guitarist at festivals and

recording sessions where he accompanies the most outstanding exponents

of modern cante flamenco.

Py
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Explicacion de los signos
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SR

N

Mano derecha

Mano izquierda

Desde los agudos hasta
los bordones

Ceiilla

Cejilla donde una o
varias cuerdas agudas
quedan ol aire

Glissando

Arrastre. El anular
arrastra apoyando desde
los agudos hasta los
bordones

Golpe: a o m-a

Golpe: i o m

Repeticion de acordes

Golpear las cuerdas
y la tapa con la palma
derecha

z

Rasgueado hacia «abajc ™t

. P
con P-I-mM-a o0 ¢ ol
Rasgueado hacia .
«arriba» con p-m o ;

r
:
|
:

o
Este rasqueado de 5
notas se toca de la torme-
sigutente: 5

O | I‘E:l 1k

FT1 :

J
|

¥

Rasgueado sin ritmo con*
C-a-m-t-p O A-M-=i-p ﬂl

e

— CEE e
i
[ P —

Abanico
p al

L
J :
JJ)C

[

Abanico r—jl
" 5 L
pm p pmp_
L 11 L1

7 I

«Mano de Rumba»

|
Apagado con el dedo AJ

Apagado con la palma

de la mano derecha
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Rafael Riqueni

Rafael Riqueni del Canto nacio en |
barrios de Triana y El Arenal. Yaen 1
carrera artistica al ganar los dos
el del «Concurso Nacional de Art

los Cernicalos de Jerez de |a
obtener en 1981

962 en Sevilla donde se crid en los

777 coloca la primera piedra de sy
premios mas importantes de sy género,
e Flamenco de Cérdobay y el dela «Pefig

Frontera», galardén este Oltimo que vuelve g

La composicién OCupa gran parte de su labor creativa. En 1

la mUsica de «La Reing Andaluza» para el «Centro Andal
en 1990 presenté «Mi

estrend la obra

uz de Teatro» y
Tiempo» en la Bienal de Sevilla. Fl mismo afio

«Flamenco para Misa» junto con Carmen Linares, Chano
Lobato v Javier Barén.

Otros hitos en su creacion artistica son la «Suite Sevilla»

con el guitarrista clésico José Marig Gallardo, asi com

con Leo Brouwer en e «Concierto G

, que realizd junto

o la colaboracién

tano» de Sabicas, obras en que su

pasion por la misica cl@sicq se expresa magistralmente.

Ratael Riqueni es considerado con pleno derecho uno de los mas creativos
y multifacéticos renovadores de la guitarra flamenca moderna. Lo
documenta ampliamente su discografia, I cugl comprende actualmente &
obras de muy diversa indole: «Juego de Nifios» (1986), «Flamenco»

(1 Y87) «Mi Tiempo» (1990) «Suite Sevilla» (1 793), «“Maestros» (1994)
Y «Alcdzar de Cristal» (1996). No

sédlo se destaca COmMo virtuosisimo
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Juitarrista de concierto, sino que

lambién suele acompariar q grandes
Flguros del cante Humenco en festi

vales y grabaciones.
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Bulerias 3

Bei der stimmung E A D G A D dirften auch r

Schleudern geraten. Wir

transponiert.

nichts wérel

With a tuning like EAD G A D even experienced sight
taced with a problem. That

. is why we transposed the music «visually».
This means: change the tunin

g and play as accustomed!

;?cc.ordage Mlh LA RE SOL LA RE devrait causer des problémes de
échiffrage méme aux plus experts. Nous avons donc transposé I'écriture

a afinacion MI LA RE SOL LA RE puede
1asta a los més expertos. Por eso he

«visualmente». Esto signitica que basta co
como si nada.

mos transpuesto la mUsica

n cambiar la afinacién y tocar

— &0 -

readers will be

i)
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Video comments

My name is Rafael Riqueni and I'm going to play some of the pieces | composed during the last few
years. They're all pieces in the style of the traditional palos lamencos.
Megsure

Fandangos de Huelva

I've started with Fandangos de Huelva called «Al Nifio Miguel» which I've dedicated to this

famous guitarist of Huelva. I've started with the refrain, the main theme. At first I've played

it slowly and now I'm geing to play it at normal speed, with percussion.

Well, now let's have a look at the various parts of this piece. | start with the first Fandongo

that begins with this chord and § will play it slowly so that you can follow more easity: ........... 37~55
| repeat the arpegio because it's a bit complicated. | also repeat the last part because | use

a certain technique of the right hand there, i.e. an arpegio which we flamencos call

arpegio cojo, a «lame» arpegio. Actually, it's a 2-note-arpegio, it's also called arpegio de
horquilla {hairpin). You play it with middle finger and ring finger, striking 2 strings at the

same time, and the forefinger. In order to be able to play this arpegio fost and neatly you

have to practise it very slowly at first because it's quite difficult: ..o, 60-64
So much for the chards. Now I'm going to play the falseta that comes right after the first
~andango. First | glay it at normal speed and then slowly: ..., UUTUPI 65-77
repeat this part, it's the same arpegio we've seen before: ........ccooivniiiiiiic 73-77
Here | play a bared with the 4ih finger: (oo U U U UR ORI RUPOPROPPPTe 75
S TE B[Rl e ey 1 lko oo Tya 1oy (- o oo L S R — 73
S |l o e o e 1 1 - R = AR = e T O — 78-85
] U T 78-972
The sequence ends with a remate de pulgar ........cccoeeiiii 93102
The second Fandango contains the tremolo technique, i.e. 3-note-tremolos. | start with the

ring finger, thea middle finger and forefinger. There are 2 quite distinct melodies: one is

he main melcdy and the other is the bass line. Slowly: ... 104-142
repeat the final part. Refrain [1-31] and ending: .oocooveiiiiiiii 144--148
repeat the ending once more. You can also play it with these chords: ... 144-148

t' s a bit more polished like this. Slowly one more time: ... .144-148

Tangos

Now I'm going to olay & Tango called «Tunisia». I've composed it while | was travelling
hrough Tunisia and Morocco. Tangos are cheerful rhythms. I'm going to play it now, and

ater on we'll have a closer look at it

Now we look at the different parts of the Tango, starting with the introduction:..........ccccovveeeee. . 1-8
The 2nd part starts with fourth chords. | play the counter melody on the 5th string

s T T T 918
The 2nd part starts with augmented chords: ..o 18-22
The 1st falseta [40]. The Tst string is OPEN: ..oiieii i iiireeeceee ettt e 31-53
| play the ending of the falseta with the 1st and the 2nd finger: ... 54
TR 11 LTS U T T UUUUUU PP R PO PP UR T UUPPPPPPRR OO 54
THe 208 Folsebtin sosmpompmsnsmimsnsnmogpapmeesossmmsssessssmmasss oo s s s 5o 18 S S 58-48
L [t 1T Ral 1 o L3 R S RA——— 66-68
[F ST A I TG BT ......osssnsmsmssnmonsssmess e e B0 EEE R O LR SO S 0 S WA 48
The linalBEr Wi BICEBGE ..xumsmmonmmmarsemsassmnssrmnssssss s SR A AR SRR g vy 69+70
And now a technique that is called «campanela» (litthe bell): ..o 7
And now the last falseta: ... ...coooeeiiiiiii i A S S s s A TSRS R T e 8§2-98
In the 1st part the thumb alternates with the forelinger: ... P0-96
e oo 1 Lot Lo T — 96-98

This is the whole Tango. After having played it through once, you repeat the introduction
and the ending.
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Bulerias 1

The Buleria is also g cheerfy! Hamenco style. You'll find this Buleria ::-n_my, second record
«Flamenco», i¥'s called «Pyertg Camarenero». Together with my friends here I'm going to
play it for you. .

Let's have a look af the falsetqs of «Puerto Camaronero», starting with the introduction: ... 1-29

| repeat the last part with the alzapia technigue. Make sure your thumb is really relaxed: 1723
Thumb alternating with OGO ot s T 23-29
The ending of the falseta with B T . 28+29
And now a series of ik e S 29-57+66~73
T 2o o o 295, 74~102
The 2nd falseta ends with o series of rasgueos, followed by a series of arpegios with
o Ol e A Al i 103-110
In this arpegio the ring finger pulls through from the 15t fo the 3rd SINNG: 110-113
Once again the arpegio de horquilla |'ve already explained to you when we were looking
at the Fandango de Huelva, Nouw we useitin the ougmented trieds: ... 15-126
The last falseta and the NG sttt sesmsssen 27-159
B et 1535-163
Bulerias 2
Now I'm going to play a Buleria which is on my last record «Alcazar de Cristal», It's called
«Rebelde». |
Let’s have a look at some of the folsefas in «Rebelde: ... 1-60
T 2 ot st 61-97
This et o 78-106
This arpegio consists ir performing a hammer-on with the second finger of the left hand
[106], and with the ring finger of the right hand you pult through from high to low and
then play o pull-off. Actually, this is an arpegio combined with ligados: ..o 106~130
The remate consists in playing a hammer-on with the fourth finger: ... 7 128-130
bk 3o MG gy 131-146
o A MO, 142~147
repeat this arpegio SIDnyZ ........................................................................................... 46-172
Thumb alternating with NG et 146 /1
A P /1-174
| play this arpegio with ring tinger, forefinger and thumb: o 172-176
e . s 178~186
I's repeated twice, | play it once PRI it S spensmarmmessssagsigge 178-184
Alter this, you repeat the 1sf falseta {61-97] and then play the ending: ... 190-194
Bulerias 3
The Buleria that I'm going to play now has got quite a special tuning. You tune the 2nd
string down 1o A, The 15 sting is tuned to D. First | play it at normal speed and then
slowly. This Buleria is called “Aglita Clara» and it's recorded on «M; Tiempo»,
Let’s have a closer look at the falsetas of «Agiita Clara». As 've already mentioned.
the 2nd string is tuned 1o A and the first to D. e 1~42
The chords A i sitbemseSossn e 43-65
S 67-103
The 2nd falseta. This is rather o special arpegio; you [ump From the 4ih to the 2nd string
[104]. Forefinger and fing finger os follows: ..."_..........._... "~ " "¢fesiing 105-123
This thumb technique consists in striking the Sth and the 4ih string at the same time,
followed by the R I 122-134
s 133-134
Once e ettt 133-136
You stqrt playing the arpegio with the middle finger. Now let's have q look ot the
IS oot e e 137-143
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'{U Another alzopta: ..o s s SRR R e snnsen e SR

L A barre with the forefiger: ... 148-155

l N Watch my left B L T SR 1544155
-tt ;' At the end you repeat R ST <oiisesesnassrasnsnapdiisisesssssssssimnrrs ausmrns s SSRGS b s 3¢-66

T—L I pluy the ending P N TR S LU R 157-160
- Garrotin

s =l
!

The Garrofin is a traditional piece of music whose main theme is based on the cante.
I'm going to show you what | did with the melody: I've composed some variations on the
main theme. | play itin G but the éth siring is tuned to D and the 5th string to G. First, |

.

I
L play it entirely, and then we'll have a closer look at some of the more difficult parts.
I N Now to the different parts. We start ith the introduction and have a look af the basic
= PHARITIL cooeseeesssosebbumsgros sesss s sppseam s apgsyssesssms s g e S T \-4
L Watch the position of the fingers: foretinger on the 4th string, ring finger on the 1st string
1 and middle finger on the 2nd string: oo | -4
Now we already come to the main theme: please note the way it 15 harmonized: ...cooonnies 5-8
T Here the forefinger strikes the 3rd string and the ring finger strikes the Tt siring: oo 8
r - The 2nd sting i OPER REIET .ccourr i T 10
- Lel's repeat these chords SlOwly: oovuuvcuuiisescimmimss s 11+12
| Again the 2nd string is open and we use forefinger, ring finger, middle finger and again
- ring fingert v, e eesaeeresmeteeeehanE R AR 14
I . In this rasgueo we use forefinger and ring finger, i.e.: forefinger «upwards», ring finger
i & and ferefinger SN 3 - L 17
L U i SR S 16-18
1 We should have a dloser look at this technique: ot first, @ picado with foretinger and
- middle finger, which then is combined with an arpegio with ring finger, middle finger and
i A —————— 18+19
T_ ) WWICH CIOSIY oo oecirsenressseereasermmemnsasmsss st e s s 19
- OIICE QGAINS «evsorraeseseesessssssssssssasesssossesssss s sssss s gassss s ms s s 21
e We jump from the 3rd 10 the 15t SIING: covvsrrsissrsssssssssssssssssissrrssmssss s 21
;  FEPRAL vvvevesssersecssnnsssssssssisssssssssssssssasss s g 22-24
I o in this embellishment | use a A AN E T BINOI0 s nnsamna b SO e wamms s o TR SO memyne 26
Eit Waich the ascending bass line: ......e i 29
i  repeat the reMOl0: .....erirrrecsmmesssemmsssssssssss s s 30
1 We play the open E in order to ke easier the change of postion: .. 31
- Once again the TsEString is OPEN: ..o i soss e ooy R 38
! Once we have repeated this part [18-24], we change 10 G miNOr: .. A45+46
- ANOIhEr FEEEHHION: . v.eveerrscrscsiniassser s 45-52
| e Back 10 the DEGINMING: 1v.verrvrusercrsremsssrs syt s 1-4
{ ._f | repeat the melody [2-24] and now we come fo the EAAING:sessrivsemuanesmssanans itz 61+62
o L TTTIOMICS: weoesrssecesensnssrsssssessanssesesssssnsasesstast e s s BTSSRI e T 63
| 1 O 1he 5th SINGE evversreseseesressressssssmsssesssssssmssnss s s s 63
- | TN L S — Sl 63
)
1 ‘ Fantasia
1' _ The Rondeiia style was created by the master quitarist Ramén Montoya. it has a special
; \ uning as well, i.e. the éth siring is tuned to D and the 3rd lo F#. I've composed @
| | AL - ntasia: this free style allows the composer to mix logether different flamenco styles and
-‘l - rhythms. I've given the beginning of this Fantasia the form of a Sevillana, although it's
. 1 actually a bil 3 (o)1 - — rreremn R SRR s R 1-16
‘ EY, Lot's BV @ L0OK GETE: 1vereeivanseesssnseerminssssessamess b s s 17-32
L - We confinue with @ Seguiriya motifi ..o e S 33-63
o 'm going to explain the final part of the Sequiriya with the thumb fechnique: .......ooerereoer 59+60
!H We should have a closer lock at this T ————_ é1
Sl The 15t StING 15 OPEAL (ivrvrreriirriieranmesnsss s e AN FAS R 61 :
H
b T ;
1 \ - 118 - '




ligados. Thumb alternates with forefinger: ... T——— 62

Now comes a free part, ad libitum: ... e 0467
Now this is a Verdiales part. The Verdiales come from the province of Mélaga and ore

usually played with rasgueados. | have chosen another technique here: ...................... 48-73
ThisiswhiareThe FaniaOnNE RGN cnunansnsnesseqssnsnsss 65 s e o o R G 74-109
We finish the piece repecting the Seguiriya and the Verdiales part:.............c.ccooi . . 110-137

A Fantasia allows the composer a great deal of freedom. The piece I've played is called
«Benamargosa» and it's dedicated to a village, in the province of Mélaga. I've recorded it
on «Alcazar de Cristal.

Taranta

The Taranta is also quite a free style, although certain rhythmical and melodical rules of the
so-called toques de Levante must be obeyed. | begin this Taranta with rasgueos.

Let's have a closer look at the final scale. It starts with ligados: .....oooveiiieeiinicii e 33
Here at the end with all 3 ingers: .........ocoviiiiiecci s 34
P TR O i A S S B T R AR R T e mt R BEN Y RN I— 34
Solea

The Soled is one of my favourite styles; for me it's one of the most typical flamenco styles
with regard to cante as well as toque. It's one of the most profound palos and it's also
closely connected with bullfighting. For me the Soleé is like a ceremony. I'm going to play
now por soled and afterwards | will explain some interesting details to you.

Let's have a look at some parts of the Soled. At the beginning we have fourth chords: ............... 14
We've got some falsetas that are a bit complicated. So let's have a closer look at them.

COinevariont of HE FBMOIB. i mmmmsromsammmsnssmssssnsssrs sses e s S T s e avis 90-92
Y SOV SSS———— e e1-D T SRR 90-92
The first tremolo, as we have seen in the Fandango de Huelva, contains 2 different

e e[ TS T TP ——— 93-98
That was the main theme. And now the bass line: ........oovoeeiiiiini 93-98
| TR M i B e A A AR A SRS 93-112
Arrastre with the middle finger: .....ooovvviveiiiiciee e e R R RS R s 112
There is also a falseto with a 2-note-arpegio: ..........ccconvciiiniciici e, 117-124
The arpegio de horquilla with m-a-i we've seen before: .......ocoovviiiciiiiiiin .. 125-132
| reEEaE This: (O GIECGIO ORIV w«ssmsnvrvusmmvovyyasey e as e vt s ssssses wssas s smsmas s sAEs i 132
Arerrasie. 16 sl tha OrDEaIEn. e sommst inssssses s s smsa v woraiose s RS S A0A 132

Well, so much for the Soled. You have seen that it is a very rhythmical style and yet, you
have to play it calmly in order to emphasize its profound character.

Rumba

I's time to say good-bye now. We're going to play a Rumba called «Piel de Toro» which | have
dedicated to Spain. | would like to thank Marcel and Bruno and, of course, all the others who have
made possible this production. | also thank all the people who watch this video and hope that it will
be useful to all aficionados of the Hamenco guitar.
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Flamenco Glossary

Abanico

Aficienado

Alzapoia

Apagado
Arpegio

Baile
Cantaor(a)
Cante

Cante libre
Cejilla
Compadas
Contratiempo
Corte

Entrada

Estribillo

Falseta

Golpe

Fan. > Rasgueado en abanico. Rasgueado where the wrist
performs a movement that resembles the movement of a fan.

Amateur, fan.

Alzar = rise, péa = plectrum. Thumb technique, where the thumb
of the right hand functions like a plectrum, i.e. is moved up and

dOW[‘I,

Apagar = to damp. In this technique, chords are aam ped either

with the right hand or the fourth finger of the left hand.

The playing of the tones of a chord in {rupid) succession rather
than simultaneously.

F‘G‘menca dance.

Flamenco singer.

Flamenco singing.

Rhythmically free form of lamenco singing.
Capo.

Time, measure; rhythm.

OH-beat, syncopation.

See.Remc:fe.

Entrance, beginning. The momentin the basic rythm in which the
falseta or the singing starts.

Refrain, chorus. Recurrent theme.

Melodic phrase, played as introduction and between the verses
of the cante.

Tap. Rhythmical accents are placed by tapping with the ring
finger {sometimes both middle and ring finger} of the right hr::r:nd
on the golpeador, bringing both nail and flesh into contact with

it.
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Golpeador

lda y vuelta

ligado

Palo

Picado

Pulgar

Rasgueado

Remate

Salida
Tablao

Toque

Toque libre

Trémolo

Piece of plastic to protect the guitar top.

Round trip, return. Flamenco forms that where brought to South
America trom where they returned slightly changed.

Ligar = to bind, tie together. Slurs. In this technique, the tone is
produced exclusively with the left hand.

Stick, cane. Flamenco style.

Staccato. Alternate striking of a string by i and m (sometimes by
i and @, oreven i, m and q).

Thumb. Thumb technique. In flamenco, entire melodies are
p|r.:1yed with the thumb, even up to the highesf strings.

To touch the strings. Consists of running the fingers of the right
hand over the strings individually, but in a continuous motion.

Closing turn. End of rhythm.

See Entrada.

Flamenco club.

Tocar = to touch, to play. Generally, the flamenco played on the
guttar.

Rhythmically free form.

Special arpegio composed by a bass and four notes (flamenco),
or three notes (classical) on cone string.
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